defense to public places. These laws, called Stand Your Ground (SYG) laws, have reduced the legal risk of using deadly force in any situation that might be construed as presenting a threat of physical harm. The discipline of psychology has much to contribute to the consideration of SYG laws. The following sections, with select annotated references, outline the psychological implications of SYG laws on individuals, communities, and society at large.
SYG and Social Influences
In addition to personal biases, social factors can influence potentially dangerous scenarios and increase the peril posed by SYG laws. A group that is perceived as threatening is more likely to be stereotyped. Stand Your Ground laws, with their tacit endorsement of violence, may increase the acceptability and expectation of violent interpersonal conflict, particularly against stereotyped groups. Moreover, some recent research suggests that individuals' "implicit normative evaluations" (i.e., what they unconsciously believe other people feel, which may be different from what they feel themselves) can predict "shooter bias," as described above.
SYG, Threat, and Mortality Salience
SYG laws allow individuals greater latitude to use deadly force with impunity if they feel that they are threatened or in dangerous situations. Research has indicated that feelings of threat can lead to shooting an unarmed target. This may Eberhardt, J. L., Goff, P. A., Purdie, V. J., & Davies, P. G. (2004 be heightened by the presence of a firearm: A significant body of research has highlighted "the weapons effect," showing that the mere presence of a weapon increases the likelihood of aggressive behavior. Moreover, holding a gun oneself increases the likelihood of assuming another person is wielding a weapon, heightening the possibility of a violent response.
Additionally, studies have shown that those who have increased "mortality salience" (thoughts of death) are more likely to act aggressively against others who threaten their worldview. For example, liberals in these conditions display more aggression against conservatives, and vice versa. In the context of SYG laws, if an individual feels threatened and sees someone he feels "doesn't belong" to the community -which is particularly likely with gated and/or ethnically segregated enclaves -this is likely to promote an aggressive response.
SYG and the Consequences of Violence
Stand Your Ground laws reduce the likelihood of punishment for using deadly force. Mitigating the consequences for lethal force can increase the likelihood that lethal force will be used. This is consistent with psychological theories about goals. Broadly speaking, if a method of accomplishing a goal is made more prominent and accessible, an individual will pursue that method over alternative, less salient possibilities. SYG laws legitimize the use of lethal force in a broader set of circumstances, and thereby increase the primacy of using lethal force (e.g., a gun) to achieve one's 
In this study, police officers participated in a memory test, viewed a police-threatening video, and then participated in a simulated shooting task. Officers with a lower working memory (which can result from being in a stressful, potentially violent situation), and who felt threatened by the video, were more likely to shoot unarmed targets.
McGregor, H. A., Lieberman, J. D., Greenberg, J., Solomon, S., Arndt, J., Simon, L., & Pyszczynski, T. (1998) . Terror management and aggression: evidence that mortality salience motivates aggression against worldview-threatening others. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 74, 590 . In a series of experiments, participants were asked to determine whether another person was holding a gun or a neutral object. Participants holding a gun themselves were significantly more likely to report "gun present" than those holding a neutral object. In the aggregate, enhanced self-defense laws (i.e., SYG and concealed carry) do not decrease crime rates. In fact, the opposite relationship is observed; in states where such laws have been passed, homicide rates have increased by 8 percent, translating to approximately an additional 600 deaths per year across the states that have SYG laws.
The authors investigate a theory of Terror Management. Most relevantly, they find that increasing thoughts of one's death motivates aggression against others who threaten one's way

goals.
Conclusion
The research outlined above indicates why Stand Your Ground laws are more likely to increase than decrease violent crime, and exacerbate racial discrimination and conflict. Although SYG laws can, on the surface, appear just, factors such as racial bias, normative influences, reduced consequences of violence, and heightened threat perceptions most likely cause them to do more harm than good.
This psychological evidence indicates two primary mechanisms by which SYG laws affect people's decision-making. First, SYG laws reduce the number of psychological barriers preventing someone from using lethal force, and establish violence as an accessible and acceptable option. Second, as research has consistently shown, individuals who feel that they or their community are threatened are more likely to respond in an aggressive manner, particularly if they possess a weapon.
Finally, it is important to note the significance of the broader social context. Both of these mechanisms affect and are affected by (frequently unconscious) racial bias and normative evaluations. That is, African Americans, who often evoke stereotypes such as "criminal" or "dangerous," are more likely to be the victim of SYG-related violence, and less likely to benefit from SYG laws. 
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